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Oxfordshire County Council

Mill Lane Community Primary School

The Windmill Community Nursery
Mill Lane   Chinnor   Oxfordshire   OX39 4RF

Head Teacher  Miss Tineke van der Ploeg

Telephone/fax 01844 352106

e-mail office.2465@mill-lane.oxon.sch.uk

Number 2                                                                                                Wednesday 31st October 2018    

Dear Parents / Carers,

This will be a busy term with lots of events planned, not just the Christmas performances. Already the Year 6 children are away on their residential trip to Kilvrough and the Nursery and Reception children have got together today with Jack and Jill preschool for Autumn fun on the field. Next week we will be having various events leading up to our special gathering on Friday 9th November to mark the centenary of WW1 ending. All events and dates are listed at the end of this letter.

Attendance

As a school we have to closely monitor the attendance for each individual pupil at our school and we have to set targets based on government guidelines. Our aim is for children to have attendance at over 95% for each term and consequently the whole year. If attendance for an individual child falls below 90%, we start to monitor and track the reasons for this low attendance. After 6 weeks we will look at a child’s attendance again and, if it is still low, we will contact parents to find ways to improve attendance. Last term a number of children had an attendance below 90%, mainly due to having a week off through illness, which is totally understandable, but this shows how 1 week off school will have a major impact on a child’s overall attendance for the term. I have attached some guidance as to how you can support the school in raising attendance figures and also what will happen if your child’s attendance continues to be below 90%.
Contactless Payment System

This is just a reminder that the school has been using a contactless payment system for a while now and you can use it to pay for school dinners, Year 6 school trip, after school club, nursery extra sessions and Chill Out club. If you have not used the system yet, you will need to come to the office with your email address and we will be able to reset your account and then email your new details.
Fireworks

The annual MLSA fireworks display will be taking place this Friday 2nd November. Gates open at 6pm where you will be able to buy a range of tasty refreshments before the display starts at 7pm. Tickets can still be purchased from the school office before the evening and can be purchased on the night at the gate but at a higher price. 
Anti Bullying Week

There is a national anti bullying week planned for the week beginning 12th November. The theme for the week is ‘choose respect’. During this week and throughout the term we will be focusing on highlighting to the children what constitutes bullying, what to do if you are being bullied and how the school will deal with bullying. We will update the children’s anti bullying charter which will then be displayed in the school and will be available for you to look at on the school website. In addition there will also be a focus on cyber bullying and keeping cyber safe. We will also send guidance out to parents on how they can keep children safe when they are online.
Parent Consultations

Letters will soon be going out informing you of the next parent consultation evenings with a reply slip enabling you to book an appointment to see your child’s class teacher. These are on Monday 26th November (3.30pm – 6.30pm) and Wednesday 28th November (5.30pm – 8.30pm) and are an opportunity to catch up on the progress your child / children are making as well as suggest ways you can support them at home. Each appointment is 10 minutes long and teachers do try to keep to their schedules as much as possible. We have leaflets available in the front entrance of the school with some suggestions as to how you can support your child at home. Please feel free to come in and take the appropriate ones away with you. We will also be making these available on the school website.
Children in Need

This year Children in Need is on Friday 16th November and we will be holding a mufti day where the theme is ‘SPOTACULAR’ For a £1 donation the children can come in mufti. The theme is spotty outfits but anything will do as long as there is a donation for a very good cause.

Christmas at Mill Lane
All classes will be putting on some type of Christmas entertainment for your enjoyment and there will be a Christmas family assembly on the last day of term on Friday 21st December at 1.15pm. We will finish at approximately 2pm on this day. Children who walk home on their own will need a letter giving them permission to leave early at 2pm. We are not allowed to let them leave without this permission. 

The MLSA will be holding their Christmas Bazaar on Friday 30th November. The school Christmas dinner will be on Wednesday 19th December. Children can come in Christmas outfits on this day. On Thursday 13th December the children from Reception to Year 6 will be visiting the pantomime. Finally, the MLSA Christmas disco will take place on Friday 14th December. The children will return to school on Monday 7th January.
Flu Vaccinations

The flu vaccinations for the Reception children through to Year 5 children is taking place on Tuesday 6th November. You should have received an information pack and consent form which needs to be sent back to the school as soon as possible. 

Dates for your diary: 
Friday 2nd November: Gates open 6pm MLSA fireworks night. 

Monday 5th November: Foundation Stage Open Day
Monday 5th November: KS2 Urban Strides dance demo 

Tuesday 6th November: Flu vaccinations Reception – Year 5
Tuesday 6th November: Private Blyth visiting

Wednesday 7th November: Sean Callery writing  / singing workshops

Thursday 8th November: WW1 themed lunch

Friday 9th November: 10.45am family remembrance service (all welcome)
Monday 12th November: Start of anti-bullying week

Monday 12th November: Year 5 & 6 fire safety talk

Friday 16th November: Children in Need Mufti – Spotacular theme
Friday 23rd November: Year 5 visit Icknield School

Saturday 24th November: Choirs sing at the Village Centre (10am)

Monday 26th November: 3.30pm – 6.30pm Parent consultations

Wednesday 28th November: 5.30pm – 8.30pm Parent consultations
Friday 30th November: MLSA Christmas Bazaar

Monday 10th December: 10am Reception Class Christmas dress rehearsal
Tuesday 11th December: 10am KS2 Christmas Dress rehearsal

Tuesday 11th December: 2pm Reception Class Christmas performance
Wednesday 12th December: 2pm & 7pm KS2 Christmas performance
Thursday 13th December: 10am Reception to Year 6 visit pantomime 
Friday 14th December: MLSA Christmas disco

Monday 17th December: 2pm KS1 Christmas dress rehearsal
Monday 17th December: 2pm KS1 Christmas performance
Wednesday 19th December: School Christmas dinner & Christmas jumper day
Friday 21st December: 1.15pm Christmas family assembly & 2pm early closing

More information about each of the events will be sent nearer the time but we look forward to seeing you during the term.
Yours sincerely,
Tineke van der Ploeg
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