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Oxfordshire County Council

Mill Lane Community Primary School

The Windmill Community Nursery
Mill Lane   Chinnor   Oxfordshire   OX39 4RF

Head Teacher  Miss Tineke van der Ploeg

Telephone/fax 01844 352106

e-mail office.2465@mill-lane.oxon.sch.uk

Number 5                                                                                                                                                      Wednesday 19th April 2023
Dear Parents / Carers,
Welcome back; I hope you had an enjoyable Easter and holiday. At the end of last term, we said farewell to the caretaker, Derek Luxford who has retired due to ill health. We wish him a speedy recovery and an enjoyable retirement.
Despite being a very short term, we have a very busy term planned with lots of exciting events ahead. Dates for your diary are at the end of this letter but here are a few key events for your information.
May Day & King’s Coronation Celebrations

This year Mill Lane’s May Day celebrations will take place on Friday 5th May at 1pm and will be linked with our celebrations for the King’s coronation.  We would like to invite you to join us for a coronation picnic at 12pm where the children can order our special picnic lunch (more details to follow) or bring their own picnic. Parents are invited to bring their own picnic and come and enjoy lunch with us at 12pm out on the field. After lunch we will hold our May Day celebrations (back at last!) where we will crown our own May King and Queen. The celebration will take place on the back playground (weather permitting). Come and watch the Year 5 entertain us with traditional maypole dancing and have the opportunity to ‘have a go’ with the Year 5 afterwards. As part of the celebrations, children bring flowers / plants to place round the King and Queen. These flowers are donated to a local care home or, if it is a potted plant, we plant them in the school grounds.
After the May Day celebrations, we will be holding a little fete with the children able to visit stalls with activities or things to buy which they have created as part of their maths work and with games / activities for them to take part in. There will be a small charge at the stalls created by the classes as money raised will go towards items for their class. We hope lots of you will be able to attend.
SATs / Assessments

The Year 6 children will be taking their KS2 SATs during the whole of the week beginning Monday 8th although the first test won’t be until Tuesday due to the bank holiday. The Year 6 children can only take the SATS tests during this week and therefore it is really important that they attend school every day. Assessments for the Year 3 – 5 children will take place over a two-week period at the start of term 6. The Year 1 have to take a Phonics Test which looks at how well children recognise and blend sounds. This test has to take place during the week beginning Monday 12th June. During May, Year 2 will also take part in statutory KS1 assessments. These tests take longer to administer as they are taken in small groups rather than as a whole class. We would ask that you make every effort to ensure your child is at school for the relevant period as it is important that they do the recognised tests alongside their class mates. If they are ill during this period, then the class teacher will try to arrange for them to sit the missed tests at the earliest opportunity.
Uniform

Now we are in the Summer Term, I am sure we will soon be welcoming in warmer weather for longer periods of time. However, we would ask that you keep to the following guidelines:
· Children must not wear open toe sandals or sling backs for health and safety reasons. 
· Children need to wear appropriate clothing to protect them from the sun, it is important that they do not wear tops with thin straps e.g. for P.E. We also ask that children do not wear short shorts or short skirts. 

· Children should have a named sun hat and a water bottle with water. Sun cream should be named and cannot be shared between children in order to safeguard those children with allergies. We are also unable to administer sun cream to children so you might want to demonstrate this to them so they are able to apply sun cream on their own.

Nut Free School
Please can I remind everyone that we are a nut free school as we have some children who are allergic to nuts. This means that children cannot bring to school any items which contain nuts which include a lot of breakfast bars and also Nutella spread. Please can you check what is included in the snacks and lunch boxes your children bring to school to ensure that nothing containing nuts is brought in to school? Thank you for your help and support in this matter.
INSET Day

There will be an INSET day on the first day of term 6 which is Monday 5th June. School will be closed but we will be offering a holiday club on this day. More information on this will follow nearer the time but you will be able to book online using the Schoolcomms system.
Yours sincerely,  
Tineke van der Ploeg

Diary Dates
Term 5
Wednesday 24th April: Children return to school
Wednesday 1st May: 1.15pm Year 5 & 6 boys’ football match at Barley Hill

Thursday 2nd May: 1pm Parent support program on food related issues

Friday 3rd May: 3pm Year 6 cake sale

Monday 6th May: Bank Holiday – School Closed

Wednesday 8th May: 9.30am May Day celebrations

Wednesday 8th May: 1pm Year 3 & 4 Tri Golf workshop

Friday 10th May: 3pm Year 5 cake sale

Monday 13th – Thursday 16th May: Year 6 SATs

Friday 17th May: Year 4 cake sale

Monday 20th – Friday 24th May: Science Week

Wednesday 22nd May: 7pm New Reception children parents evening

Friday 24th May: 9am Year 6 visit to LWS for Flippy workshop

Friday 24th May: 3pm Year 3 cake sale

Friday 24th May: Last day of term

Term dates for 2019 – 2020

Monday 2nd & Tuesday 3rd September INSET – School Closed

Term 1: Wednesday 4th Sept – Friday 25th Oct

Friday 4th October INSET – School Closed

Term 2: Monday 4th Nov – Thursday 19th Dec

Term 3: Monday 6th Jan – Friday 14th Feb

Term 4: Tuesday 25th Feb – Friday 3rd April

Monday 24th February INSET Day – School Closed

Term 5: Monday 20th April – Friday 22nd May

Monday 4th May Bank Holiday

Term 6: Tuesday 2nd June – Tuesday 21st July

Monday 1st June INSET
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