Mill Lane CP School Spelling Policy
At Mill Lane Community Primary school we believe that children need to be able to communicate effectively through writing so that they and others can read what has been written. Good handwriting and spelling complement each other.
AIMS
Our aims are:

· To teach spelling systematically throughout the school.

· To teach Phonological Awareness, Word Recognition, Graphic knowledge and

Spelling knowledge.

· To encourage children to develop and learn a personal bank of frequently used

words, as indicated in the New National Curriculum.

· To equip children with the strategies to tackle unknown words independently and

sensibly, thus avoiding dependence upon the teacher.

FOUNDATION STAGE
In Nursery, there is a wealth of continuous provision to support the development of children as readers and writers. Children have the opportunity to enjoy books, rhymes, songs and play with letter shapes within a literacy rich environment.

 Planned activities provide children with a rich variety of speaking and listening opportunities and encourage them to ‘tune into sounds’. These activities based on the 7 aspects of Phase 1 ‘Letters and Sounds’, are also embedded in our daily provision and routines. We encourage children to listen attentively, learn and use new vocabulary, speak confidently and to hear and say sounds (phonemes) in words.

 Phase 2 Letters and Sounds is introduced in the summer term. Each week, the children bring in a small object for the ‘sound of the week’ box. This is a fun way of introducing each new sound (phoneme) to the class. In a weekly focus group, the children who are transferring to Reception, also sing Jolly Phonics action songs and practise ‘writing’ the letter (grapheme). 

Children are observed during play and in adult-led activities. These ongoing observations and assessments in communication, language and literacy help us to understand the children’s needs and to plan activities to support their next steps. Each child’s development is assessed and recorded in their Learning Journey’ using the ‘Early Years Outcomes’.

RECEPTION
In Reception we build upon children’s previous pre-school language experiences to develop essential spelling skills. Children in Reception are taught letter sounds (grapheme-phoneme correspondences) and how to use them to read and spell. Single sounds are taught in a 20 minute daily phonic session using the interactive Phonic Bug Club program and guidance is taken from Letters and Sounds. Single sounds are blended together to build simple vowel consonant words e.g. is, on, at, and then consonant vowel consonant words e.g. mat, pin, lot.

By the end of Reception they will have experienced at least one way of spelling each of the 44 phonemes used in English. Children are taught to blend sounds to read and to segment to spell. At the same time, they are introduced to words which are not phonically regular (‘tricky words’) and learn that they must be able to recognise these on sight. Children are encouraged to see themselves as writers from an early stage and to ‘have a go’ at writing, using the sounds they can hear in a word. Children’s progress and Assessment records are kept using the Early Years outcomes (30/50 – 40/60 months)

KEY STAGES ONE AND TWO
In Key Stages One and Two, we plan our spelling lessons with guidance from the New National Curriculum Appendix 1. In Key Stage One, phonological knowledge and spelling patterns are taught through a fun and interactive ICT based teaching tool called Phonic Bug. The computer based programme teaches the children how to recognise letter sounds and letter names with captivating animations and pupil games. Phonic Bug is a great resource for staff to teach the skills of blending, segmenting and letter formation. In Years One and Two, phonological knowledge and spelling patterns are rehearsed daily through focused lessons, activities, games and spelling home works. 

In Key Stage Two, spelling patterns and rules are taught weekly through a focused 30 minute lesson. In Years Two to Six an engaging ICT based teaching tool called Spelling and Grammar Bug is utilised with short videos and interaction games for pupils to learn and rehearse spellings patterns and rules. Spelling is also revisited through literacy lesson warm up activities, reading workshops, handwriting sessions and spelling home works.

DEVELOPING SPELLING
In order to be an efficient speller, a child needs to: 

· Be able to segment words into component phonemes; 

· Know which graphemes represent the phonemes in words; 

· Be able to distinguish visually between words which are ‘legitimately’ spelled, e.g. wait, wate; 
· Know the meanings of the homophones, e.g. been and bean, so that the correct spelling is used; 
· Recall, e.g. by mental image, by memorising order of tricky letters, ‘tricky’ words; 
· Know spelling conventions, e.g. relating to double letters; 
· Look for similarities in the spellings of words which are etymologically related, eg, sign,signal.

Assessment

In Key Stages One and Two, pupil’s spelling progress is tracked through the use of Pearson’s Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG) assessments. These assessments inform teacher’s planning and individual pupil target setting.
SEN 

For children on the SEN register, information gathered from the PERA or YOUNGS spelling assessment results is used to inform the SENCO team and class teacher of the children who may need specific spelling targets on their Pupil Profiles. The information is also useful when planning Literacy groupings.
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