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Newsletter

 

                                                                                                                           Monday 2nd November 2026
  
Dear Parents / Carers,

As a school, we take pride in providing the children with a range of activities to enhance the curriculum. Last term several classes went on trips, there were 2 sports workshops (climbing wall & skateboarding) and we finished the week with an arts and culture week. During this week, Ms Foord and Mrs Horn taught each of the classes how to use water colours. Each child now has their own water colours palette. The Village Centre was very grateful for our harvest donations which were distributed to a local food bank, and it was lovely to see so many families at our harvest celebration – thank you to everyone who came. As part of our harvest celebrations, each class looked at food from a chosen country and enjoyed cooking a dish from that country. 

This term is going to be just as busy as the last term. We are kicking off this term’s events with our annual fireworks display on Friday 6th November. There will be the usual Christmas events and performances. We will have a KS2 concert, KS1 Christmas play and nativities from the Reception and Nursery Children. The choir have been invited to perform at several local events, and some of the Year 3 / 4 children will be performing at the Thame Christmas Festival of Music. On top of this, there will be the annual visit to the panto which will be at Aylesbury this year. All dates are listed at the end of this newsletter. Apart from all the Christmas fun, there will be an opportunity to view your child’s work and have an opportunity to meet with the class teacher.

Governor Vacancy
We are currently looking for 2 new co-opted or parent governors as two members of the governing body have taken the decision to retire from their position as a governor for the school. Our governors come from a range of different backgrounds, skills and experience but all share a common interest of wanting the best possible education for the children in our school. You may be interested in the role or alternatively know someone who would have some spare time to support their local school. Please feel free to share information on this role to anyone who you feel might be interested in taking on the role of school governor.
We would be delighted to hear from anyone who: 
· Is interested in children’s education and the performance of the school  
· Is community spirited and would like to represent the community 
· Has spare time and the energy for the role   
· Is able to work well as part of a team  
· Has an enquiring mind and the confidence to ask questions and debate issues that affect the school 
· Can consider matters objectively and make informed judgements  
Please contact the school (head.2465@mill-lane.oxon.sch.uk) if you would like more information or would like to express an interest in becoming a governor. 

Staffing
I am pleased to say, Mr Surman has settled very well into Mill Lane School and is thoroughly enjoying working with Class 5, who have made him feel very welcome. During this term, we will be saying farewell to Mrs Sarah Daley who works in Class 3 and Mrs Sian Kelly who works in Class 2. We are very grateful for the support they have given to the children in these classes, and they will be sorely missed. Paulina Miksa will be joining the Class 3 team from 9th November. We are currently advertising for a replacement for Sian Kelly who will be leaving at the end of this term.

Toilet Refurbishments
We have great news... we’re taking our toilets from bog-standard to first-class!
We have been complaining to Oxfordshire County Council about the ongoing delay to the building works which has resulted in the toilet refurbishments being delayed. We have highlighted how the toilets are essential works especially as the electricity to the outside toilets was cut off when the new modular building was created. Finally, we have managed to have our voice heard and emergency work will take place between now and Christmas to reconnect electricity and refurbish the outside toilets. Once this has been completed, work will begin on refurbishing the current Year 3 & 4 toilets. We may need to have temporary toilets whilst this work is going on.

Class Topics
It is always useful for you to know what the class topics are for this term:
Class 1: To infinity and beyond (explorers)
Class 2: Up Up and Away
Class 3: Raiders & Traders
Class 4: World War 2
Class 5: Space
Class 6: Crime and punishment

Anti-Bullying Week
The week beginning 9th November is National Anti-bullying week. The theme for the week is ‘Break the Silence’ where children, young people and adults across the UK are encouraged to start conversations about bullying, speak up, listen and take action together. During this week and throughout the term we will be focusing on highlighting to the children what constitutes bullying, what to do if you are being bullied and how the school will deal with bullying. In addition, there will also be a focus on cyber bullying and keeping cyber safe. We will also continue to send out the monthly guidance to parents on how they can keep children safe when they are online. This month’s one accompanies this newsletter. It is really important to monitor your child’s use of ICT and to be aware of what games they are playing and what they are watching. The advice is to always have children in a room with you whilst they are online or using the computer.

Parent Consultations
Parents evening will be on Wednesday 9th December between 3.30pm to 8.30pm. It is an opportunity to catch up on the progress your child / children are making and discuss ways you can support them at home. Each appointment is 10 minutes long and teachers do try to keep to their schedules as much as possible. If you have already met with the class teacher to review their pupil profile, then you do not need to make an appointment. Reception and Nursery appointments will start at 3pm as they finish the school day earlier. You will be able to book appointments online using SchoolComms. Prior to parents evening, you will be able to come into your child’s classroom and view their work on Wednesday 2nd December 3pm to 6pm. Work will be set out in the classes and all you need to do is pop along and have a look. No appointments are necessary.

Children in Need
This year Children in Need is on Friday 13th November and we will be holding a mufti day where for a £1 donation the children can come in mufti. 

Choir
This is a reminder that the KS2 choir is on a Friday before school.  We start at 8.15am and we meet in the big hall. It has been lovely to have new members join throughout the term and children can still join choir if they would like to. The children are preparing for their performance at the O2 on Monday 18th January 2027. If your child is performing at the O2, don’t forget to order your tickets and t-shirts online.  A letter will soon be sent out so that you can order spaces for the coach down to the O2. It is a very busy time of year for the choir as we will be singing at the Village Centre Xmas Fayre at 10am on Saturday 28th November, singing at the Village Centre Forget Me Not club on Monday 7th December at 10.45am and the Christmas Tree Festival on Sunday 13th December at 2.15pm.

Christmas at Mill Lane

As usual, all classes will be putting on some form of Christmas entertainment for your enjoyment.

The MLSA will be holding their Christmas Bazaar on Friday 4th December.

On Thursday 10th December, children from Reception to Year 6 will be visiting the pantomime. This year it is Sleeping Beauty at the Waterside Theatre, Aylesbury. More information will be sent out shortly.

The Nursery performance will be at 9.30am on Friday 11th December, followed by the KS1 performance at 2.00pm on the same day.

The Reception Class performance will be at 2.00pm on Tuesday 15th December.

The school Christmas dinner will be on Wednesday 16th December. Children may come to school in Christmas outfits on this day. The KS2 Carol Concert will also take place on Wednesday 16th December at 5.30pm.

The last day of term is Friday 18th December. We will have a family assembly at 1.00pm, which you are very welcome to attend. School will close at 1.45pm, and there will be no after-school club on this day.

Outdoor Shoes
We would just like to remind you to send your child in with outdoor shoes so that they are able to go on the field at break times. It would be best if they had wellies or good waterproof shoes. 

P.E Kits 
For P.E children need to have black shorts, leggings or tracksuit bottoms with a white t-shirt. We would like to remind parents that P.E. kit should follow these requirements and should not include football shirts or other brightly coloured sportswear. As we are short of space due to proposed building work, we are asking that all children (including KS1 children) come to school in their P.E kits when it is there P.E day to try to limit the number of bags that are clogging up the cloakroom areas.



Diary Dates: 

Term 2
Monday 2nd November: Children return to school
Friday 6th November: 6pm MLSA fireworks night
Monday 9th November: Start of antibullying week
Tuesday 10th November: 6pm Year 6 parents Kilvrough meeting
Friday 13th November: Mufti for Children in Need
Saturday 28th November: 10am choir singing at Village Centre
Wednesday 2nd December: 3.30pm – 6pm open evening to come and see your child’s work
Friday 4th December: 6pm MLSA Christmas bazaar
Monday 7th December: Termly report card goes out
Monday 7th December: 10.45am choir singing at Forget Me Knot club
Wednesday 9th December: 10am KS1 Christmas performance dress rehearsal
Wednesday 9th December: 3.15pm to 8.30pm Parents evening
Thursday 10th December: School trip to Panto – Sleeping Beauty (Aylesbury)
Friday 11th December: 9.30am Nursery Christmas performance & 2pm KS1 Christmas performance
Sunday 13th December: 2.15pm choir singing at St. Andrews Festival of Trees
Monday 14th December: 10am Reception Christmas Performance Dress rehearsal
Tuesday 15th December: 2pm Reception Class Christmas performance
Wednesday 16th December: Christmas dinner and Christmas jumper day
Wednesday 16th December: 5.30pm KS2 Christmas concert
Thursday 17th December: Year 5 & 6 Home, Fire and Road Safety talk
Friday 18th December: 1pm Celebration assembly
1.45pm Early closing (no after school club)
Last day of term

Term 3
Monday 4th January: INSET day – school closed
Monday 4th – Friday 8th January: Year 6 residential to Kilvrough
Tuesday 5th January: Children return to school
Monday 18th January to Friday 22nd January: Assessment week (children will complete midyear assessments)
Monday 18th January: Choir to O2
Friday 5th February: MLSA Valentine’s Disco
Monday 8th February to Friday 12th February: Science week
Monday 8th February: Human Body workshop
Thursday 11th February: Online safety workshops
Friday 12th February: Last day of term

Term 4
Monday 22nd February: Children return to school
Friday 26th February: Mother’s Day mufti
Monday 1st to Friday 5th March: Book Week
Wednesday 3rd & Friday 5th March: Mother’s Day sale
Thursday 4th March: World book day
Wednesday 10th March: 3.30pm – 6pm Open evening to come and see your child’s work
Thursday 18h March: 3.30pm Spring concert
Friday 19th March: Comic relief mufti day
Monday 22nd March: Termly report card goes out
Wednesday 24th March: 3.30pm to 8.30pm Parent evening
Thursday 25th March: 1pm celebration assembly
1.45pm Early closing (no after school club)
Last day of term

Term 5
Monday 12th April: Children return to school
Monday 3rd May: Bank Holiday - School closed
Tuesday 4th May: am Secret Garden performance
Wednesday 5th May: 9.15am School May Day celebrations
Thursday 6th May: Reception & Year 6 Heights and Weights check
Monday 10th May to Thursday 13th May: Year 6 SATs
Wednesday 12th May: 7pm New Reception parents meeting
Wednesday 19th May: Reception vision screening
Wednesday 26th May to Friday 28th May: Year 4 camp out
Friday 28th May: Last day of term

Term 6
Monday 7th June: INSET day – school closed
Tuesday 8th June: Children return to school
Tuesday 8th to Friday 11th June: Year 4 multiplication check
Friday 11th June: Father’s Day mufti
Monday 14th June to Friday 18th June: Year 1 & 2 phonics screening check
Wednesday 16th & Thursday 17th June: Father’s Day sale
Friday 18th June: 9.30am to 12pm Sports Day
Thursday 24th June: KS2 Thame Partnership Sports event
Monday 28th June to Friday 2nd July: Assessment week (children will complete their end of year tests)
Friday 2nd July: Class swap day & LWS taster day
Wednesday 7th July: 3.30pm – 6pm Open evening to come and see your child’s work
Tuesday 13th July: Reports go out
Wednesday 14th July: 10am Year 5 & 6 dress rehearsal
Wednesday 14th July: 5pm to 7pm Meet your child’s new teacher evening
Thursday 15th July: 2pm & 7pm Year 5 & 6 performance
Wednesday 21st July: 9.15am Celebration Assembly
1pm Leavers Assembly
1.45pm Early Closing (no after school club)
Last day of term

More information about each of the events will be sent nearer the time.


Term Dates 2026 – 2027
Term 1: Thursday 3rd September 2026 to Friday 23rd October 2026
INSET Days Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd September, also Friday 2nd October

Term 2: Monday 2nd November 2026 to Friday 18th December 2026 (1.45pm finish)

Term 3:  Tuesday 5th January 2027 to Friday 12th February 2027
INSET Monday 4th January 2027

Term 4: Monday 22nd February 2027 to Thursday 25th March 2027 (1.45pm finish)

Term 5: Monday 12th April 2027 to Friday 28th May 2027
Bank Holiday Monday 3rd May 2027

Term 6: Tuesday 8th June 2027 to Wednesday 21st July 2027 (1.45pm finish)
INSET Monday 7th June 2027


Term Dates 2027 – 2028
Term 1: Tuesday 7th September 2027 to Friday 22nd October 2027
INSET DAYS Friday 3rd and Monday 6th September 2027
INSET DAY Friday 8th October 2027

Term 2: Monday 1st November 2027 to Tuesday 21st December 2027 (1.45pm Finish)

Term 3: Thursday 6th January 2028 to Friday 11th February 2028
INSET DAY Wednesday 5th January 2028
Term 4: Monday 21st February 2028 to Friday 7th April 2028 (1.45pm Finish)

Term 5: Monday 24th April 2028 to Friday 26th May 2028
Bank Holiday Monday 1st May 2028

Term 6: Tuesday 6th June 2028 to Friday 21st July 2028
INSET DAY Monday 5th June 2028


Yours sincerely,

Tineke van der Ploeg
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