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Monday 5th September 2022
Dear Parents / Carers,

Welcome back to the start of a new and exciting year at Mill Lane. I would like to welcome all the new families to the school as children start in the Reception Class and at Windmill Nursery. I am sure the children will soon settle in to life at Mill Lane and at the Nursery. We look forward to watching them grow as they move up through the school. We are also welcoming one new teacher to our school community: Ms Polly Sheppard will be teaching Year 3 and I am sure she will enjoy the challenge of getting to know her new class and the school. Mrs Sarah Redrup (formerly Miss Martin) is returning after her maternity leave and will be working three days a week with class 2. Mr Thompson will be in Class 2 for the rest of the week.
We are also welcoming 3 new teaching assistants: Ben Davies will be joining the after school club team, delivering P.E lessons as part of PPA cover and will also be supporting children in Class 1. Claire O’Brien will be working with the children in Class 1. Sarah Thompson will join the Year 2 team. Below is a list of the members of staff working in each class:
Nursery: Amanda Payne, Bev Hardstaff, Emma Rockall, Amanda Maxwell

Reception: Suzie Pocock, Donna Scarlett, Mia Neasham, Sarah Kennedy, Michelle Morgan

Class 1: Nicky Palmer, Lottie Curry, Lynne Worley, Claire O’Brien, Ben Davies
Class 2: Sarah Martin, Sam Thompson, Debbie Godfrey, Tasha Boyd-Leslie, Sarah Thompson

Class 3: Polly Sheppard, Juliette Richards, Andrea Leavesley

Class 4: Ali Kershaw, Sheryl Hipwell, Naomi Bailey

Class 5: Imogen Rea, Sue Sheen

Class 6: Amanda Moseley, Alison Bird, Sarah Richardson

Admin Team: Jackie Wingrove, Caroline Hiley, Matthew Wingrove

Caretaker: Derek Luxford

Cooks: Amanda Walker, Jackie Evans

School Day

Here is a quick reminder of the times throughout the school day. The children in Reception start at 8.45am and parents wait on the Early Years playground with their children until the doors open. The Reception Class finishes at 2.45pm and parents can wait on the same playground until their children are let out of class. The adults working in the Reception Class will only let the children leave when they see an adult the child can go home with. Please inform the class teacher if someone different is collecting your child. This can be done at drop off or you can ring the office at any time during the day. We will have to call parents to check if someone different is collecting a child and we haven’t been informed as this is part of our safeguarding procedures.
Children in KS1 start at 8.45am and finish at 3.00pm. The Year 1 children wait on the Early Years playground until an adult opens the door to let them in.  At the end of the day, Year 1 parents can wait on the Early Years playground as their children will be picked up from outside their classroom. Their teacher will ensure they go to the adult who is picking them up. 
In the morning, the Year 2 children come through the gate and wait on the KS1 playground until an adult opens the class doors. For the first 2 weeks (until 16th September) children can come through on to the playground with their parents just to help them settle. At the end of the day, Year 2 parents can wait for their children on the KS1 playground and the children will leave via the door that leads on to the playground from their class.
Children in KS2 start at 8.45am and finish at 3.15pm. In the morning children walk round to the KS2 playground and go straight in to class. Children should not arrive at school before 8.40am. At the end of the day parents of children in KS2 should walk round to the KS2 playground. We ask that no parents come through the side gate to wait on the playgrounds to collect their children before 3pm as PE lessons may still be going on. If your child will be walking home on their own, it needs to be confirmed in writing that they are allowed to leave on their own. 
School drop off and collection
Please take care when dropping off your children and please do not to drop off your child or stop in front of the school gates. White’s Field car park is always busy at the start and end of the day so could I remind you to take care when using the car park. 
Children arriving after 9.00am need to enter the school via the main entrance and reception. Children arriving after 9.30am will be marked as absent for that session. If your child is unwell, please ring the school as soon as possible (preferably before 9.30am) and inform us of the reason for the absence so we can maintain accurate records. 
Scooters and Bikes

We are more than happy for the children to ride their bikes or scooters to school. However, if your child brings a scooter or bike they should not ride it at any time on school grounds; this includes the pathway which runs alongside White’s Field as this is generally very busy with adults and children and is not very wide. The children should also not ride their scooters or bicycles on the path at the front of the school or through the main gates. When children ride a bike to school they must wear a cycle helmet. Children can park their bikes and scooters in the racks outside of the hall.
Breakfast club / After school club
Mrs Hipwell, Mrs Worley, Mrs Leavesley and Mrs Walker continue to run our breakfast club. Children can arrive at the breakfast club any time after 8am and they need to go to the big hall via the front entrance. You must book to use the breakfast club as it gets very busy. The cost for the breakfast club is £1.
The school continues to run an after-school club every day from 3.05pm – 5.30pm. The club takes place in the big hall. The children do a range of activities and the cost is £8.50. Mrs Leavesley, Mr Davies and Mrs Worley supervise the club and you need to complete a booking form to be assured of a place.
The school is closed on Friday 7th October for an INSET day. We will be offering a holiday club for this day if there is a big enough demand. We will shortly send out more information. 

Choir
The junior choir (Year 3 – 6) will be starting on Thursday 15th September. The children should not arrive earlier than 8.00am for an 8.10am start. It will take place as usual in the music room and the children will be learning the songs for the Young Voices concert which is a fantastic event in January for the children to participate in. Children attending choir should enter school via the front entrance. 
School Photographs

This year the school photographer will be in Friday 14th October. On this day the photographer will be taking individual children’s photos as well as sibling groups. Due to very few people buying class photographs over the last few years, the photographer will only be taking class photos for F1 and Year 6.

Foundation Stage Open Day

For parents of children who will be starting school in September 2023, we do not have official days where you can come and visit but we are open for viewing at any time. Just ring the school office to make an appointment to look around the school.
Joyful Music Tuition

There are currently spaces for new students to start piano, guitar, ukulele and drum lessons at school.   Spaces for individual tuition are offered on a first come, first served basis.  To book lessons on any of these instruments, or just to register your interest, please fill out the Joyful Music Tuition form (available from the school office) and return it to the Joyful Music office address on the form.  All instruments are offered to children in Year 1 and above, depending on the size of your child.

 

Supporting the School Community
As a school, we are well aware of how hard times are for all of us and the increase in the cost of living is having a huge effect on all of us. We have been trying to think of ways we, as a school community, can help. With this in mind we have decided to set up the Mill Lane Store, where families can come along and take clean, second hand uniform and where there will be a toy / games swap shop where you can borrow games / toys then bring them back and swap for something else. As part of the store, we are also hoping to be able to offer everyday essential items and tinned goods for people to come and along and help themselves if they are struggling financially to buy food and toiletries. The store will be held in the huts (old Art Room) so parents can access without feeling they have to go through the school and it will not be manned as it will be run on trust. To get it up and running, we are asking for donations to go in the store. Do you have any old school uniform, toys / games in boxes that are in a good condition and canned good, dried food such as pasta that you could donate to the store? We are also looking for donations of cleaning materials, toiletries and toilet roll etc. If you are able to help, please bring your donation to the office and we will add it to the store. For harvest we are asking for donations to go in to our store, rather than fresh fruit and vegetables. 
Yours sincerely,

Tineke van der Ploeg

Term Dates:
Please find below a list of term dates for this year:

Term 1: Monday 5th Sept – Friday 21st Oct

Term 2: Monday 31st Oct – Friday 16th Dec

Term 3: Monday 4th Jan – Friday 10th Feb

Term 4: Monday 20th Feb – Friday 31st March
Term 5: Wednesday 17th April – Friday 26th May 

Term 6: Tuesday 6th June – Friday 21st July

Friday7th October INSET

Monday 5th June INSET
Diary Dates  
Term 1

Monday 12th September: KS2 Urban Strides demonstration
Thursday 15th September: 8am Choir starts

Friday 16th September: Quidditch workshops
Monday 19th September: 1pm performance of Oliver Twist
Thursday 22nd September: Year 2 & 3 trip to Cotswold wildlife Park
Monday 26th September: 7pm MLSA AGM
Tuesday 27th September: 9am – 10am KS1 parents coffee morning

Friday 7th October: School closed INSET day (Holiday Club open)
Monday 10th October: 10.30am P.C Ben to talk to Year 1 & 2

Wednesday 12th October: 9am Harvest festival celebrations

Friday 14th October: School Photographer 
Thursday 20th October: Year 3 & 4 trip to Hampton court

Friday 21st October: Last day of term (normal time finish)
